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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LIBREV 01879 151240Z 
44 

ACTION OFA-01 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 NEA-10 ISO-00 DLOS-04 CG-00 DOTE-00 

COME-00 AID-05 CEQ-01 CIAE-00 DODE-00 EB-07 EPA-04 

INR-07 10-10 L-03 NSF-02 NSC-05 NSAE-00 PM-04 USIA-15 

OES-05 SS-15 SP-02 INT-05 FEA-01 ACDA-10 CEA-01 

ERDA-07 AGR-10 FMC-02 JUSE-00 CIEP-02 OMB-01 TRSE-00 

H-02 PA-02 PRS-01 /151W 

031198 

R 151115ZNOV 75 
FM AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7090 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMCONSUL CASABLANCA 

UNCLAS LIBREVILLE 1879 

CASABLANCA FOR FISHERIES ATTACHE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EFIS, PLOS, US, TP 

SUBJ: U.S. TUNA FLEET IN WEST AFRICA 

REF: STATE 260259 (NOTAL) 

1. EMBOFF RECENTLY INFORMED BY FISH-SPOTTER PILOT SAMS THAT 
MOST U.S. TUNA BOATS HAVE LEFT WEST AFRICAN WATERS FOR HOME 
PORTS IN PUERTO RICO AND CALIFORNIA. BOATS, WHICH NORMALLY 
FISH HERE THROUGH MID-DECEMBER, LEFT EARLY DUE LACK OF TUNA. 
ACCORDING SAMS, THIS HAS BEEN DISASTROUS SEASON AND MOST 
BOATS LOST MONEY. ABOUT TEN OR TWELVE U.S. FLAG BOATS RE- 
MAINING IN AFRICAN WATERS NOW OPERATING OFF ACCRA, BUT SAMS 
EXPECTS THEY WILL SAIL FOR U.S. WITHIN TWO WEEKS. 
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2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH SAMS DESCRIBES THIS AS DISMAL SEASON, 
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HIGHLY LIKEMOST U.S. TUNA COMPANIES WISH TO CONTINUE 
FISHING IN WEST AFRICAN WATERS AND EMBASSY EXPECTS 
BOATS BACK IN EARLY FALL OF 1976. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: SUGGEST DEPARTMENT FOLLOW-UP ORIGINAL 
CONTACTS WITH TUNA COMPANIES REPORTED REETEL TO REITERATE 
EMBASSY VIEW THAT COMPANIES WILL NEED TO NEGOTIATE AGREEMENTS 
WITH GSTP IF WISH TO OPERATE IN THIS INCREASINGLY RESTRICTIVE 
AREA. EMBASSY ALSO SUSPECTS THIS MAY BE TRUE FOR FISHING 
GROUNDS OFF OTHER WEST AFRICAN COUNTRIES. STEIGM AN 
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